
Donation Used Violins to Jamaica. 

 

Last spring, Mrs. Suzanne Allicock, the mother of one of my cello students, Vic-
toria Allicock, asked me if it would be possible to have used violins from TERI 
donated to the National Youth Orchestra (NYOJ) in Jamaica.  Mrs. Allicock, 
whose husband is the Ambassador at the Jamaican Embassy in Japan, ex-
plained to me how the NYOJ has applied the El Sistema Method to nurture the 
NYOJ orchestra members.  

 

El Sistema is a free classical music program that started in Venezuela that uses 
music to encourage the healthy growth of young children. And using the Suzuki 
Method learning system and books has made a great contribution to the pro-
gress of El Sistema. The NYOJ started in Kingston, the capital city of Jamaica, in 
2009. Since this time it has been developing, however they always have a 
shortage of instruments for the children.  

 * National Youth Orchestra of Jamaica, http://nyoj.org 

 

Mrs. Allicock was working on a way to raise instrument donations in Japan and 
asked me if I could offer any support.  In order to proceed with her idea, I asked 
the TERI office about the possibility of donating violins, and I was fortunate to 
find that 21 donated violins and bows were still at TERI.  These were donated 
when I served as Chairman of the Grand Concert about 20 years ago. At that 
time, I asked the Suzuki members throughout Japan to donate used violins and 
bows to support an ISA project. The ISA office was at TERI in Matsumoto and 
one of the projects was to repair violins and ship them to Suzuki members 
abroad who needed violins. 

 

These violins and bows are in need of repair. However, at the present time, it is 
difficult for us to bear the repair charges. Therefore, I asked Mrs. Allicock if it 
was possible for her to accept the violins as they are. If so, we could donate 
them right away. She then contacted the director of NYOJ in Jamaica and re-
ceived a response that a violin maker in Miami visits Jamaica regularly. So, it 
would be possible for them to be repaired if they were sent as they are.  
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In September, I received a letter from the Ambassador that explained that the 
instruments had arrived in Jamaica safely.  I will let you know as soon as I re-
ceive the photos of the members of the National Youth Orchestra of Jamaica 
with these violins.   

Photo: 003: thanks letter from Ambassador, 004: Ambassador and his daugh-
ter at the 2016 Concert at the Ochanomizu Center, 005: stage rehearsal of 
2016 Concert. 
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After I got permission from Mrs. Hiroko Suzuki, ex- President, I collected the 
donated violins from the TERI office and brought them to Tokyo.  On June 15, 
along with the Tokyo staff, I gave these violins and bows to Mr. Ricardo Allicock, 
Ambassador of Jamaica.    

Photo:001:Donated Instruments,Photo:002:Donated violins and bows at the 
Tokyo office. 
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After making this donation, I was thinking back as to how these donations 
from TERI members about 20 years ago have given children in the world. 

In 1997 instruments were presented to the Ambassador of Argentina at the 
official residence of Argentina Embassy, as well as to the wife of the Mexican 
President at the Government Guest house when she visited Japan as a na-
tional guest.  Also, in 1999, the instruments were donated to the Panama Em-
bassy, and in 2009 to participants at the World Convention in Matsumoto.  

I think that increasing the chance for children to touch musical instruments is 
one of the ideas of the Suzuki Method for “improving circumstances”. Since 
Japan is the birthplace of the Suzuki Method, we are very proud to be able to 
have this kind of cooperation with children abroad. 

 

I would greatly appreciate your support for a long time and report as above. 

  

Yoshihiko Terada 

Cello teacher in the Tokyo area  


